Nelson Mandela\'s famous words, "When people are determined, they can overcome anything," accompanied by the Chinese saying, "When people are of one mind, even Mount Tai can be moved," is printed in bright orange on the packing boxes of medical supplies sent overseas from China.

These two mottos represent two civilizations. They have respectively contributed their unique wisdom to all mankind against considerable odds. The first one says that human willpower is the greatest strength in the midst of danger. The second emphasizes that only when people unite can they achieve what seems impossible. In the face of the global pandemic of COVID-19 ([Figure 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"} ), we can draw inspiration from these two mottos and find a way out of this global predicament. Only with a high degree of unity and extraordinary determination can we eradicate the plague that is ravaging the world. To accomplish this mission, international politics, national interests, and ideological conflicts should give way to concerted efforts to save life. Indeed, even if all nations act accordingly, the costs in economic loss and human suffering will still be huge.Figure 1Facing Common Enemy Together

The reality, however, is unfortunately different from what we hoped for. It can be seen that different governments around the world have adopted different strategies to fight the common enemy. If the pandemic continues, people\'s health all over the world will be threatened. This is the time for solidarity, not stigma. It is profoundly unwise to demonize any country that was or is in the midst of the crisis because all of us are victims. Otherwise, the chances of global unity and cooperation are slim.

Back to the two mottos mentioned at the beginning. The path to combat against this global pandemic is clear. First, resolve to face the challenges. Second, work together. In a more detailed way, the global medical community should collaborate to develop effective vaccines and antiviral drugs; social science studies should also be included to evaluate the impact of social distancing and isolation on mental health. Moreover, statesmen from all countries should collaborate to ensure the mobilization of global resources efficiently, pragmatically, and without barriers, so as to avoid more serious consequences, such as drug and food shortages, and social disruption caused by panic. In addition, we have to take urgent action together to prevent the spread of disaster in developing countries where people are more vulnerable to the impact of COVID-19. Most importantly, people from all around the world should seize this opportunity to learn how to tolerate differences in opinions, cultural traits, social systems, and life styles. This is the best and only way to prepare ourselves for other global challenges to come, such as terrorism, biohazards, and environmental threats. It has never been so important that more faithful cooperation and mutual support are required for all of us.

Lands apart, sky shared. No man is an island and distance cannot separate us. And we live in the united one world.
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